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Mav 21, 2008

The Honorable George W, Bugh
President

United States of Arnerica

1600 Pennsylvania Avenie, Southwest
Washington, DC 20502

Dear Mr. President,

lam writing to sncourage you to protect the coral reefs off the southzastem coast of the Uhnited
States. We understand thet there may be an option to use the Antiquities Act to preserve some of
our nnderwater resources. A good choice, we believe, would be the area lmown as the
“Charleston Bump”™ to be desijmated a Marine National Monument.

These targely umexplored reefs, stretching from North Carolina to Florida, cover an area neerly
the size of South Caroline. Many of them li= 1,000 feet or more below the ocean's surface. This
despwater coral ceosystem constitutes » national ireasure on par with Yosemite Valley and the
Northwest Hawaiian [slands in its beauty and deserves protection.

The fragile nature of these slow-growing and long-lived corals mekes them highly vulnerable to
disturbance, While the South Carolina Department of Nahural Resources is working with the
South Atlantic Fishery Management Council to provide partial protection for this coral
scosystem using existing antherity, and we have received citizen support for protection of the
reefs, your further action would allow us to better preserve this important resource. The
decpwater corzl ecosystem offshore from South Caroting, zlong with the coral scosystems
adjacent to the ather southzast states, ere in need of your attention and |gadership.

[ look forward to warking with you on this and other projects. Take pare.
Sincerely,
Mark Senford
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